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Slovenian MoD take Action Pack Self Heating Meals® to boost their military ration packs.

The Slovenian MoD recently chose Action Pack Self Heating Meals® to be included in their soldier’s 24 hour ration packs, using long life, retort pouched, ready to eat meals and Canland UK (Hot Pack)’s unique and odourless Non Magnesium Flameless Ration Heater® 

Until recently, canned and dried foods have been a routine part of the Slovenian ration pack. Now they have supplemented these with retort pouched, ready to eat meals. This was after  a lengthy investigation and testing of the pouched meals and the non magnesium flameless heater (NMFRH). Like most military customer’s, the Slovenians are very demanding over the type and quality of meals and equipment to be issued to their soldiers, who play an important part in UN peacekeeping missions. The ingredients, taste and nutritional content had to be right before approving the meals supplied. Canland UK (Hot Pack) Ltd., and their food production partner, therefore had to ensure the specification of the meals, the heater and the pack itself, met their demands. An initial order was sent to Slovenia in early October 2007, to be packed into military rations, with another order sent in April this year.

Retort pouched meals are increasingly being included in military ration packs and self heating meals around the world, because they offer an excellent and reliable way of providing compact, good quality and tasty, ready to eat meals. They meet stringent tests from MoD customers, including the British and the packaging is very robust to avoid bursting and breakage during transportation. The food ingredients are vacuum sealed inside an aluminium, laminated pouch, which is then heat treated to ensure the food is totally sterile. This then provides a long shelf life of three years or more, from production (BB Date). To make things even more convenient, Canland’s Non Magnesium Flameless Ration Heater® will heat the meal (unopened) to around 75 degrees centigrade in 10-12 minutes, just by adding a small amount of water to the chemical mixture inside the bag, which initiates an exothermic reaction. Unlike older magnesium containing flameless heaters, Canland’s version does not emit an unpleasant odour when activated. This is extremely important to the user’s comfort, but especially to soldiers in action or in training.

Since 1995 Hot Pack and Action Pack, (plus Canland’s more recent odourless flameless heater introduction), have been used by an increasing number of military customers in Europe and the Middle East. In addition, Fire Services, Police, Ambulance, Utility companies, councils, rail companies and many more, including the general public are finding Hot Pack or Action Pack great to use. Large volumes of Action Pack were sent out to Lebanon by the British Red Cross in 2006 as part of their humanitarian relief programme. Hot Pack in a carton or Action Pack in a bag will provide a tasty, hot and nutritious meal anywhere without any other equipment being needed. 

Go to www.hotpackmeals.co.uk for more information or contact Canland UK (Hot Pack) Ltd. 
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